
 
 

With Much Appreciation 
I want to take a moment to thank all members of the Pleasant Plains Community 
for being so welcoming to me during my time here. I am truly thankful that you 
allowed me the pleasure of being a part of this wonderful school.  I want to wish 
you all a safe, happy, and healthy 2017!  
 Sincerely, Brooke Wagner  

 

Attendance 

Attendance is a top priority here at PPES. It is important to get to school on time 
each day to ensure that you are learning and growing as a student. During the 
winter months the weather can get tricky, but we still want to see all of our 
students here on time each day! Parents are asked to listen carefully to the news 
on the television or the radio for the latest information regarding school closings 
and delays. The BCPS hotline is 410-887-5555 or you can check the BCPS website. 
If you have a smart phone, you may want to download the BCPS Now app for alerts 
about delays and closings.  

 

Emergency Closing Forms 
Thanks to all of the parents who have returned their completed Emergency Closing 
Forms. It is essential that we have a form for each student at PPES. Information on 
the forms will be used in the event of an emergency-related or a weather-related 
early dismissal. Children will be dismissed to only those listed on the form unless 
we are informed otherwise by a parent or guardian. In addition, all individuals 
picking up the children during an emergency closing should be prepared to show 
picture identification. If you have not yet returned the form, please do so as soon 
as possible. Additional copies are available in the school office.  

Team BCPS Day 
Team BCPS Day and a wave of blue pride will return on 
Thursday, January 12, 2017. All members of Team BCPS 
(current, former and future students, families, staff, 
volunteers, partners, and supporters of the school system) 
are encouraged to wear blue and share messages about 
what Team BCPS means to them.  

Stay Informed 
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/PPES.BCPS 
Follow us on Twitter: @Pleasant_Plains 
Visit the school website: https://pleasantplainses.bcps.org 

 

JANUARY 
3 Schools Reopen 
10 Coffee with the Principals, 
 9:00 am 
10 PTA Spirit Night,  

Noodles and Company, 
5:00-9:00 pm 

12 Team BCPS Day, 
 Wear Blue! 
12 Common Core Night, 
 6:00 pm 
12 PTA Meeting, 7:00 pm 
13  Second Quarter Ends,  
 Half Day of School, 
 12:15 pm dismissal 
16 Schools Closed, Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr.’s Birthday 
Observed 

17 Schools Closed,  
 Professional Day 
23 School Progress Plan 

Meeting, 3:30 pm 
26 Distribution of Report 

Cards 
 

FEBRUARY 
9 PTA Meeting, 7:00 pm 
10 Kids Helping Hopkins 

Dance, 7:00 pm 
17 Half Day of School, 
 12:15 pm dismissal 
20 Schools Closed,  
 President’s Day 
21 Black History Month 

Celebration, 6:30 pm 
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Common Core Night in January 

 

Join us on Thursday, January 12th at 6:00 pm to learn about Common Core, new math strategies, BCPS One, and more! 
Childcare and snacks will be provided. Information was sent home in your child’s folder before winter break. Please turn 
in a paper RSVP form by January 9th to reserve a space.

 

School Progress Plan Meeting in January 

 

Parents and guardians are invited to attend the School Progress Plan meeting on Monday, January 23rd from 3:30-4:30 
pm. At this meeting we will be discussing our annual School Progress Plan, which focuses on growth in math, reading, and 
improving our school’s climate. Please join us! To RSVP contact Heather Sferlazza at hsferlazza@bcps.org or by calling 410-
887-3549.

 

Ey on Sports 
 

Happy New Year! Thank you to everyone who was a part of Engineering Night on 
December 20th! We had an extremely large crowd and fun was had by everyone. 
Thank you to Ms. Peeling for helping coordinate the event, as well as all of the 
teachers who came out and volunteered. 
 
During the month of January all students in will be participating in the Movement 
Education Equipment unit. Students will explore, climb, and swing on the 
equipment to complete team challenges and obstacles. Students will travel with 
the motto “challenge by choice.” Students can choose the level and challenge they 
complete based on their own preference and comfort level. 
 
After the Movement Education Equipment, students will begin a rhythms and dance unit which will include our 5th graders 
participating in the 5th grade ballroom dance program. Information will be sent home with our 5th graders later this 
month. 
 
Stay warm with the winter weather and thank you for your support of the physical education program at Pleasant Plains. 
 

Steve Ey, sey@bcps.org & Lamont Smith, lsmith3@bcps.org

 

Counselors’ Corner 

 

As part of our School Counseling Program, grades Pre K – Second will be participating in a counseling core curriculum 
lesson during the month of January on personal safety and decision-making. The lessons are based on Baltimore County 
Public Schools’ Personal Safety Program K-5: Making Healthy Decisions curriculum. This program includes age appropriate 
information on body safety and neglect and abuse prevention strategies and highlights the importance of telling a trusted 
adult about uncomfortable situations. Our goal is to help children be better able to handle the issues of personal safety 
should they arise. Grades 3, 4, & 5 recently had a presentation on this topic from the Turn Around agency, so they will not 
be receiving another lesson.   
 

Keeping your child safe is a priority to all of us at Pleasant Plains Elementary. It is our hope that these lessons will help to 
reinforce the information and strategies that you have already given your children, and that your family can discuss 
together the important information presented in these lessons. Please feel free to contact me with any questions about 
the program. I can be reached via phone at 410-887-3549 or via email at tvoegtlin@bcps.org.  
 

 Mrs. Voegtlin, School Counselor  



Pleasant Plains Elementary School Newsletter                              January 2017, Page 3 of 5 

 

Notes from the Music Department 
 

It’s a brand new year! Check out what your student has been learning in music classes: 
 

Kindergarten and First Grade Vocal Music: Kindergarten is learning to maintain a steady beat by practicing on drums, 
rhythm sticks, maracas, bells, and wood blocks. Kindergarten and First grade students are beginning to experiment with 
nonverbal responses to demonstrate knowledge of fast and slow by performing using activity scarves, drawings, and 
parachutes. 
 

Second Grade Vocal Music: Second grade students are beginning to learn solfege syllables. Currently, they are practicing 
“So” and “Mi” by labeling songs in solfege in order to play song games such as “Hey, Hey Look at Me!” “Cuckoo, Where 
are You?” and “Meet Me at the Garden Gate.” Students will continue to sing in solfege by adding in the dynamics forte 
and piano, as well as crescendo and decrescendo. 
 

Third Grade Vocal Music: Third grade students have transitioned from reading in 
solfege to reading in letter names. They are beginning to read three to four note 
melodies with letter notation in order to independently play songs on xylophones. 
Students have performed the songs “Hot Cross Buns” and “Falling Leaves.” 
 

Fourth and Fifth Grade Vocal Music: Fourth and Fifth Grade performers have been 
entered in the Mix 106.5 Winter Carols Contest. Fourth Grade submitted their recording 
of them performing “Deck the Halls” and Fifth Grade submitted their recording of them 
performing “Winter Wonderland.” It’s a large contest, but if they were to win the 
performances would be played on the radio! Fifth Grade Music Directors also recently 
performed in the White Marsh Holiday Parade that took place on December 3rd at the White Marsh Avenue. They 
performed alongside many local businesses and high school marching bands as well as Ronald McDonald and Poe, the 
Ravens’ mascot. 
 

Fourth Grade Exploratory Music: The fourth grade classes have started their unit on the Woodwind Family. So far we 
have discovered what makes an instrument a member of the woodwind family, and the three ways to create vibrations 
and sound on woodwind instruments. We will continue to explore and learn about the woodwind instruments of the 
orchestra and the students will be practicing simple songs and techniques on the clarinet. 
 

Fifth Grade Band & Orchestra: Having completed their first public performance at the Winter Concert, the band and 
orchestra are still ready to learn more this year! For the rest of January, both groups are working on learning their first 
Major scale, which requires several new notes. They will also begin learning about establishing criteria to evaluate 
performances, and cover new concepts such as key signatures, breath marks, and more! 
 

 Musically yours, Ms. Ciaccio, sciaccio2@bcps.org & Ms. Seymour, kseymour@bcps.org  

Kids Helping Hopkins Dance in February 

 

The John Hopkins Kids Helping Hopkins program provides students of all ages with the 
opportunity to learn about helping others without personal gain and nurturing life-long 
values: compassion, respect, citizenship, leadership and philanthropy. Each year, the 
children, teachers and staff who participate in the program are encouraged to create their 
own fundraising events to benefit the Johns Hopkins Children’s Center.  
 

Pleasant Plains Elementary will host a Kids Helping Hopkins Dance on February 10th from 
7:00-9:00 pm, please join us to raise money for the Children’s Center and dance the night 
away.  
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¡Bienvenidos a la clase de español!      Enero 2017 

 

¡Feliz Año Nuevo!  Happy New Year! 

 

I am constantly amazed by how far the fourth and fifth grade students have progressed with their Spanish speaking 
abilities after just 17 weeks of Spanish class.  In fourth grade, the students have only had eight and half hours of Spanish 
class, and can already hold basic conversations, discuss favorite colors, animals and sports, describe themselves and 
others, and talk about what they like to do and do not like to do.  In fifth grade, the students have only had fourteen and 
a half hours of Spanish class and can already hold basic conversations, describe their personal biographical information, 
discuss their favorites things, describe the outside and inside of houses, talk about chores they have to do, talk about 
transportation in the community and tell time.  The fifth 
graders have even been showing off their creativity in 
Spanish by creating the transportation of the future.  ¡Es 
increíble!  I cannot wait to see what all of the students are 
able to accomplish with the language in the months to 
come.   

 

¡Todos adelante!  Moving forward together! 
 Señorita Reier 

 

¡Feliz Año Nuevo!  ¡Saludos desde la clase de español!  Es 
difícil creer que diecisiete semanas del año escolar hayan 
pasado y que ahora sea el año 2017.  En la clase de español, 
los estudiantes hispanohablantes todavía tienen un papel 
importante porque son los expertos del lenguaje.  Durante 
la clase, los estudiantes hispanohablantes ayudan a sus 
compañeros con la identificación, introducción y pronunciación del vocabulario nuevo, y demuestran cómo se usa el 
vocabulario en situaciones varias.  ¡A veces, los estudiantes enseñan vocabulario nuevo a su maestra también!  Es 
interesante conversar sobre el vocabulario distinto de países hispanohablantes. Durante la clase, los estudiantes 
hispanohablantes no solamente hablan español.  También, ellos tienen la oportunidad de practicar la lectura y la escritura 
en español.  Con esta práctica, ellos pueden superar sus destrezas literarias en su lenguaje nativo.  Este mejoramiento de 
destrezas puede tener una influencia positiva en sus destrezas de la lectura en ingles también.  Es importante entender 
su lenguaje nativo para aprender un lenguaje segundo. 
 

¡Muchas gracias! 
 Señorita Reier

Project Wisdom 

Project Wisdom is a character education program we use every morning at Pleasant Plains.  Everyday 
students and staff hear lessons and morals that remind each person to do and be their best. This 
program encourages positive behavior, good character and fosters a positive school climate. 
Messages include these topics: Importance of Gratitude, Respecting Diversity, Helping Others, 
Making Smart Choices, and Being a Positive Role Model.  

Special Thanks 
Pleasant Plains Elementary and the Math Committee would like to thank all of the donors for math night: Chick-Fil-A, Giant 
grocery store, Safeway, Pizza Hut, Remo’s of NY, The Bowman Restaurant, Weis grocery store, AMF Country Club Lanes, 
Papa John’s pizza, Applebee’s, Friendly’s, Red Robin, 7 Eleven, Gino’s Burgers & Chicken, Bertucci’s Italian Restaurant, and 
Glauber’s chocolates.   

  

A lot of Spanish words look like words in English.  
Can you state your favorite sport in Spanish? 
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Pre-Kindergarten 
Pre-Kindergarten students will learn how to investigate 
and be a detective.  We will identify how to observe, 
what tools to use, how to compare and how objects 
move.  We will identify the letters and sounds of Gg, Bb, 
Ii, Nn, Kk.  In Math, we will start our new theme 
“Construction Zone”.  We will learn how to compare 
lengths and height.  We will be able to identify objects 
from shortest to longest.  We will also identify how to 
measure using different tools.         
 
 

Kindergarten 
The letters we will be working on are:  H, E, F, and R. Our 
new sight words for January are: my, not, are, up, with, 
he, red, and ten. Students will continue to work on 
rereading stories and will begin identifying the main idea 
and key details. Our math topics are: finding objects that 
share one attribute, using attributes to sort a group of 
objects, copying repeating patterns, and determining 
what comes next in a repeating pattern. 
 
 

First Grade 
In math, students will develop an understanding of 
collecting, representing, describing, and interpreting 
data. Student will continue with Unit 3 of Reading, Tales 
Over Time, they will explore folktales as stories that have 
been passed down over time that often contain a lesson 
or central message. 
 
 

Second Grade 
Phonics – Students will finish up phonics units on long 
vowels, learning several different letter combinations 
that create the long vowel sounds.  They will then move 
into lessons on silent letters and r controlled vowels. 
 
Language Arts – Students will continue looking at texts 
through an essential question of "How do the 
interactions we have with the people, places, and things 
in our world affect us?".  However, their focus will shift 
from literary text to informational text in January.  We 
will revisit text features and main topic/key details. 
 
Math – Students will continue addressing addition and 
subtraction story problems, using larger numbers than 
those they have worked with in the past.  They will also 
investigate even and odd numbers.  Place value will 
continue to be an area of focus. 
 

Third Grade 
In third grade reading, we will be beginning our third 
unit, Invention and Innovation – How Solving Problems 
Leads to New Ideas. Students read short biographies and 
informational texts about inventors and their inventions 
to gain knowledge about the creation, innovation, and 
continuing development of inventions.  In math, we will 
be continuing unit three, Multiplication and Division. In 
this unit, students make connections between division 
and multiplication. They represent and solve 
multiplication and division situations by using pictures, 
words, and number sentences. They apply patterns, 
structure, and properties of operations to solve real-
world problems, including problems involving 
area. Students will be receiving triangle flash cards to 
help them memorize their facts during this unit. These 
should be studied nightly in order for students to gain 
fact fluency. 
 
 

Fourth Grade 
Most of 4th grade is continuing our division unit! Ms. 
Vockroth’s class is further along and will be starting Unit 
4. We have not yet started teaching the standard 
algorithm to the children. Please encourage your child to 
study their multiplication facts every night!  
Taking a Stand. More information to follow.  
In reading, we are working on finishing the Kate 
DiCamillo author study and will then move into Unit 3. 
Students will work in their selected groups in order to 
complete their own STEM Project in the classroom.  
 
 

Fifth Grade 
5th graders will continue to work on division using 2 digit 
divisors. We will continue dividing with whole numbers, 
and move onto dividing with decimals to finish out the 
unit. We will be starting Unit 4 which is fraction 
operations. We have been, and will continue to work on 
STEM fair projects in school. After STEM fair unit is 
complete we will learn about the weather and weather 
patterns. 5th graders will be creating infographics to 
finish unit 2. We will begin unit 3 which is Historical 
Transformations. Students will be reading historical 
nonfiction texts as a whole class and students will 
independently read a historical fiction novel.    

 


